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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I would like to thank you all for your support over the past few weeks.  I would also like to 
say thank you for your patience while arrangements have been made to open school to 
more year groups. 
 
My main priority has always been the safety of the children, staff and wider community.  A 
huge amount of planning and preparation has been undertaken and we have now got what 
we believe to be the best plan for our school.  In order to keep everyone as safe as possible 
we need to make a number of changes to the way we work.  These include: 
 
• Limiting class sizes significantly 
• Staggering pick up and drop off times 
• Staggering break times and lunch times 

• Following social distancing measures 
• Increased cleaning throughout the school day 
• A shorter school week (Monday to Thursday) 
 
With advice from the Local Authority we intend to open school to Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 6 beginning on Monday 8 June.  Key worker and vulnerable children can continue to 
attend as normal by arrangement with the school office.  When planning for who would 
attend school, we have used your survey answers and only included the children whose 
parents answered yes they would send them or those of you who said you were unsure.  If 
you said no, your child has not been included in plans at this time.  Please be aware that 
children cannot just turn up to school without prior arrangement first as staffing and group 
sizes have to be carefully managed.   
 
When in school children will be in small groups (called bubbles) and will only mix with the 
children and staff in that bubble throughout their school day (including break and lunch 
times).  It is worth noting that your child may not be with their class teacher but, where 
possible, we have tried to ensure they are with a familiar adult.     
 
In order to ensure school is as safe as possible and social distancing measures are followed, 
we have made the following changes to the way we work in school: 
 
• Hygiene on Entry – On entry to school children will be asked to sanitise their hands 

using one of the machines now situated at each entrance.  At regular intervals 
throughout the day the children will be supervised to wash their hands.  Hand sanitiser 
will also be used under staff supervision 
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• Start and End of Day – Children will be given a specific start and finish time.  It is 
extremely important that you arrive at school at the allocated time and collect your child 
at the correct time so that groups are not mixing.  You will also be given a specific 
entrance to use.  There will now be a queuing system with markers on the yard and you 
must ensure that you stand 2 metres apart when waiting to drop off or pick up.  Only 
one parent should bring a child to school and this should be the same parent each day.  
Year 6 children will need to be brought to school and collected each day.  There will be 
a one-way system in place and staff will be around to guide you with this.  Parents are 
not allowed to gather outside of school  

• Bubbles – Each bubble will be in the same classroom, same yard and will be with the 
same members of staff when in school.  There will be no free movement around school 

• Year 6 and Year 1 – In Year 6 and Year 1 children will have their own desk (which are 
set out with a 2 metre distance in between) and a tray with their own set of resources 
which only they will use 

• Reception – In Reception the children will not be expected to remain at the same desk 
but will have access to resources that can be easily washed.  All soft furnishings, dolls, 
fabric chairs and material has been removed from the classroom.  Only resources that 
can be washed easily will be available.  This means that a lot of the usual resources will 
be unavailable.  The children will work outdoors as much as possible 

• Uniform – Where possible school uniform should be worn for school.  However, we 
understand that children may have grown out of this and we would prefer you not to 
buy new at this point.  If your child is not wearing uniform then please make sure what 
they do wear is suitable for school.  Please ensure children wear trainers for school so 
that the children can take part in exercise/PE activities each day.  Children are expected 
to wear a set of clean clothes for school each day 

• Resources from Home – Children are not allowed to bring in anything from home (no 
bags, reading books, toys, pencil cases or mobile phones etc).  Children are able to 
bring in a water bottle each day which will be kept on their desk.  Water coolers in 
school will not be available so bottles must be filled before coming to school  

• Warm Weather – In case of warm weather children will be expected to have sun 
cream applied each morning before school.  They must also bring a hat with them.  If 
your child does not have these then they may be unable to join in outdoor activities in 
sunny weather 

• School Lunch – The school kitchen will provide a packed lunch (with a hot option on 
some days) for children wanting a school lunch.  They are unable to provide the normal 
service due to social distancing measures in place and limited numbers of staff in the 
kitchens.  All children in Reception and Year 1 will be entitled to a free school meal.  
Children in Year 6 who are entitled to means tested free school meals will also be 
provided with a packed lunch.  We would ask that children who pay for lunches provide 
their child with a packed lunch each day.  This is to avoid the office staff coming into 
contact with any money.  Lunches will be eaten in the classroom  

• Office – The school office will not be physically open to parents unless we have 
specifically asked you to come into collect something.  If you need to contact school 
please do so by telephone or email 
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• Transport – I have been asked to remind you that you must avoid travelling on public 
transport to school unless absolutely necessary.  If you are travelling to school by car 
please park considerately.  It is also important that you do not share lifts with others 

• Attendance – The government have made it clear that parents will not be fined for 
non-attendance, it is your decision.  However, I would ask that you inform us if your 
child is not attending school when we are expecting them   

• Covid 19 Symptoms – if your child displays any symptoms of being unwell, they 
should not attend school.  If the children display symptoms while at school we will 
contact you and they must be collected immediately.  You must make sure we have the 
correct phone number for you, and you must be contactable at all times.  Any child who 
displays Covid 19 symptoms should stay at home for 7 days and everyone in the 
household isolate for 14 days.  If your child has Covid symptoms they must be tested, 
and school informed of the results straight away.  If a child tests positive all staff and  
children from that bubble will need to self-isolate for 14 days   

• Home Learning – We will continue to send home learning packs to you.  While we 
don’t expect you to be doing full school days we do expect and hope that you are doing 
something each week.  Children should, at the very least, be reading regularly and using 
Times Tables Rock Stars, Mathletics or Numbots at least 4 times a week.  We also post a 
number of useful links on our school Facebook page  

• Cleaning – Cleaning of surfaces and door handles will happen at regular intervals each 
day.  Doors will be propped open to reduce contact where possible.  Each classroom will 
have a lidded pedal bin where children can dispose of tissues.  The bins will be emptied 
throughout the day.  School will be closed on a Friday to enable a weekly deep clean to 
take place 

 
In order to ensure that we keep everyone in our school community as safe as possible it is 
vital that any parent who sends their child back to school is following the government 
guidance which includes not entering other homes or letting others into your house.  If you 
are choosing not to follow the government guidance, then I would ask that you do not put 
others at risk by sending your child into school.  It is expected that if you send your child 
into school you are agreeing to follow the new social distancing measures I have set out. 
 
We will be contacting those people who said their child will be returning or those that were 
unsure to check you still require the place.  We will then send you information about your 
child’s bubble and when they will start. 
 
I would like to thank you for your patience while these plans have been put together.  If 
you have any questions, please contact me any time. 
 
Best Wishes 
 

 
 
Miss Carr 
Head Teacher 
 


