
FALLA PARK COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

ASSESSMENT STATEMENT AND POLICY 
 

 

As we are a Rights Respecting School we recognise that: 
 

• Young people should be encouraged to reach the highest level of education they are capable of 

(Article 28) 

• The purpose of education is to develop every child’s personality, talents and mental and physical 

abilities (Article 29) 

 
Policy Aims  

 
• To ensure children make progress, knowing their achievements and what they need to do next  

• To internally track children’s for attainment and progress 
• To ensure teacher planning is amended and that teaching and learning across the school meets 

the needs of all children 

• To have a consistent approach that measures school progress against national standards 
 
Principles of Assessment at Falla Park Community Primary School 

 
Our assessments provide valuable information to help children, teachers, parents and school leaders 
to recognise, analyse and review achievements and progress in learning against age related 

expectations and end of key stage standards. Our assessments inform our immediate, medium and 
long-term planning so that children have every opportunity to achieve and attain the highest 
possible standards.  
 

Our assessment gives: 
 
• Children an understanding of where they are secure, what it is that they need to do to rectify 

any gaps/misunderstandings and the next steps needed to master and deepen their learning 
• Teachers the necessary information to reflect on what children know and understand now and 

what they need to know and understand next. This detailed knowledge of each child’s 
achievements is used to re-shape learning within a lesson and to inform future plans 

• Parents/Carers termly reports on their child’s progress in meeting year group expectations. 

This ensures that teachers and parents/carers can work together to secure learning and raise 
standards for all children 

• School Leaders/Governors the necessary information so that they can analyse and make 

decisions about future actions to improve standards, learning and teaching in the school 
 
What do we assess? 
 

Our staff undertake day-to-day assessments and check children’s understanding and progress as 
part of their daily teaching.  Statutory, formal assessment procedures and examinations also 
measure attainment at Falla Park against national standards. Our children’s achievements are 

compared with others of the same age and against other schools, both locally and nationally.  
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Different forms of assessment that take place: 
  
• Day-to-day in school formative assessment which helps children to measure their knowledge 

and understanding against learning objectives and to identify where they need to improve (see 
marking and feedback policy) 

• In school summative assessment which highlights progress across a period of time 

• Nationally standardised summative assessment which outlines annually how children are 
performing in comparison to those nationally 

 

The range of nationally reported assessments include: 

 

• At the end of Reception children are assessed against the 17 Early Learning Goals stating 
whether they are emerging, expected or exceeding 

• A Phonics Check in Year 1 (taken in June) 
• Key Stage 1 SAT tests (taken by Year 2 children in May in reading and maths with spelling, 

punctuation and grammar being optional).  This is used to provide additional evidence which 
supports teacher assessment judgements in reading, writing and maths.  A teacher assessment 
judgement in relation to children’s attainment in science at the end of Key Stage 1 is also made 

• Key Stage 2 SAT tests are taken by Year 6 children in May each year.  Externally marked, Key 
Stage 2 SATs include tests in reading, maths and spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG).  
Test results are reported to parents and governors.  In addition to test results, teachers are 

required to submit teacher assessment judgements in relation children’s attainment in reading, 
writing, maths and science 

 
What are the key features of our assessment procedures? 

 
Our assessment procedures will: 
• Help children to recognise the standards they are to achieve and have already achieved 

• Involve children in self and peer-assessment 
• Provide feedback which leads to children recognising their next steps and how to take them 

• Involve teachers and children in reviewing and reflecting on assessment information 
• Make clear to all children our expectations in terms of learning behaviours 
• Share learning objectives with children 

 
How do we ensure that assessment judgements are rigorous and reliable? 
 

We will continuously monitor, evaluate and review assessment throughout the school by:  
• Monitoring children’s work – Senior Leadership Team, Phase Leaders and Subject Leaders 
• Moderating across year groups, phases and across our local cluster of schools (judgements 

agreed by Local Authority, where appropriate and if selected) 
• Formal testing 
• Half Termly Pupil Progress Meetings 

• Professional development and support 
• Establishing effective, professional partnerships with parents/carers and using their advice and 

support, where necessary 
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Assessment in Early Years  

 
Assessment in Early Years is observational based.  Narrative observations are used to support the 
assessment of children and provide baseline information initially and then completed termly.  Staff 

use Tapestry to make ongoing observations of children in child initiated and adult led activities.  
Parents are encouraged to contribute via the Tapestry app about their child’s development.  Once 
observations are gathered, individual profiles are highlighted against the development matters 

statements and staff decide the age band that the children are working in and whether they are 
emerging, developing or secure within that. 
 
Baseline Assessment 

In Nursery baseline assessments are made within the first four weeks.  Parent’s contributions are 
also taken in to account and they are gathered through induction questionnaires and Home School 
Diaries.   

 
In Reception baseline data is created from children’s attainment at the end of Nursery.  Children 
who are new to school are assessed within the first four weeks. 

 
Tracking 
A summative assessment termly gathers data against all 17 areas of learning.  The information is 

then entered into the SIMS tracker for analysis and forms the initial basis of pupil progress meetings.  
The tracking supports school leaders and teachers to ensure that as many children as possible stay 
on track to meet the Early Learning Goals at the end of Reception.   Gap and Strength Analysis is 

also completed using the data, key priorities are identified and an environment plan developed.  The 
continuous provision is the set up to reflect key priorities.   
 
At the end of Reception, the children are assessed against the Early Learning Goals and a decision 

is made as to whether children are emerging, expected or exceeding. 
 
Assessment in English 

 
Along with ongoing teacher assessments, more formal assessments are carried out each term.  In 
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, ongoing individual progress is tracked against RGAP and WGAP using 

a range of evidence.  Teachers are required to make judgements upon the extent to which children 
demonstrate skills and knowledge including how secure they are in these. Teachers highlight 
statements within the grids when they have been securely achieved periodically (at least half 

termly).  
 
At the end of each year, children's understanding is described as working towards the standard, 
working at the standard or working at the standard with greater depth.  It is the expectation that 
children would be secure within the third column in the reading and writing grids by the end of the 
year. For greater depth, these aspects should be applied in a wide range of contexts and across the 
curriculum.  

 
Reading 
Early Years and Key Stage 1 (including Year 3) 

Daily, guided reading records are updated and assessment notes are made in relation to children’s 
progress/next steps.  Half termly, teachers complete book band trackers, phonics trackers and 
phonics screening trackers (Year 1/2).  
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Key Stage 2 (Year 4-6) 
To support teachers’ assessment judgements in reading lessons, pupils complete STAR reading tests 
half termly and summative assessments termly – produced by Rising Stars (PIRA tests).  

 
Spelling 
Key Stage 1 

Spelling Challenges take place weekly. At the end of each term children are tested on a proportion 
of high frequency words which they will have been exposed to over the term.  In addition, children 
are assessed on phonic sounds which identifies those sounds they are confident at applying and 
highlights the sounds that they still need to continue to work on.  

 
Key Stage 2 
Spelling Challenges take place weekly.  At the end of each term children are also tested on a 

proportion of the statutory words, outlined for Years 3 and 4 and Years 5 and 6, from the National 
Curriculum, to ensure that children are able to recall such words accurately. They are also assessed 
on the spelling patterns that have been taught. Trackers are updated accordingly.  

 
Assessment in Maths  
 

Teachers assess using the MGAP and these are updated on a half termly basis. This information is 
used to inform the next steps pupils should take in mastering their year group’s expectation.  In 
order to build up an assessment picture, judgements are made in relation to the work children 

complete in class and from their verbal responses in reasoning/problem solving sessions. 
 
It is the expectation that children would be secure within the middle column in the MGAP grid by 
the end of the year.  For greater depth, these aspects should be applied in a wide range of contexts 

allowing children to demonstrate a deep understanding.   
 
Assessment of SEN(D)  

 
Children identified on the SEN(D) register are assessed in line with other children using the 
assessment criteria from the statutory statements for end of year expectations in the National 

Curriculum and GAP tracking grids at a level appropriate to their stage of development by the class 
teacher.  As well as these assessments, the progress of children with SEN(D) is monitored in a 
number of ways so that interventions can be accurately matched to their needs and so that barriers 

to learning are overcome. 
   
These include: 

• Reviewing of IEP targets throughout the academic year 

• Discussion at review meetings with specialist agencies 
• Ongoing teacher assessment 

• Record Sheets for specific Intervention Programmes 
• For children identified as having special needs, assessments will be used to design appropriate 

differentiated learning programmes. Class Teachers will use a cycle of planning, teaching and 

assessing to monitor children’s progress and their ongoing support needs 
 
 

 
 
 



5 
 

Assessment in Foundation Subjects 
 
Assessments in the Foundation subjects are skills-based.   Once a unit has been taught, a range of 

evidence and contexts are used to make a judgement about the child's ability to demonstrate key 
skills. These are recorded on year group subject sheets, developed by subject leads.  
 

Collecting and Using Data 
 
Periodic Assessment Tracker (PAT) 
At Falla Park Community Primary School a summative assessment for reading, writing and Maths is 

recorded termly. Once a summary of a child's attainment has been made, taking into account 
information from the GAP grids, a judgement is made about the child's attainment using the PAT 
tracker (a scale of 1-6 is entered).  

 
The PAT charts children's progress through the curriculum and supports teachers and school leaders 
to ensure that as many children as possible stay on track to achieve security in the curriculum by 

the end of the year. The information is then entered into the SIMS tracker for analysis and then 
forms the initial basis of pupil progress meetings.  
 

Pupil Progress Meetings 
Pupil Progress Meetings are held by the Head Teacher and Deputy Head Teacher and are linked to 
appraisal targets and accountability measures. Data is used to support teachers in identifying 

underperforming groups or individuals who may require further intervention and those who are 
making accelerated progress – staff discuss and plan for the implications this may have upon 
teaching and learning.  
 

Reporting to Parents  
Parents are regularly informed about their child’s progress and staff make every effort to report 
positive aspects of their child’s learning alongside targets frequently – this may take place through 

informal conversations, on Class Dojo, via phone calls and during formal face-to-face meetings.  All 
parents are invited in to school in the Autumn and Spring terms where opportunities will be provided 
for parents to look at their child’s work and to discuss progress and targets directly with the class 

teacher. However, staff are always available to discuss issues outside of these times.  
 
In addition to this, an interim report is sent in the Spring term and any child deemed to be ‘working 

towards’ age-related expectations is offered an appointment with the class teacher. In the summer 
term, all parents will receive a detailed, personalised end of year report which includes information 
about general progress and outlines achievements both academic and personal.  Staff use their 

assessment information to report children’s attainment and achievement.  
 
Reporting to Governors 
 

• Head Teachers report to Governors, termly 
• SIP inspectors report to Governors, annually  

 
As further guidance is issued by the DfE we will amend our practices, if required, and keep parents 
informed of any changes that involve their children. 
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