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Staying Safe Online 
The behaviour of the children in school is excellent.  They respond well to our rules and regularly demonstrate our 3 

core values of respect, responsibility and compassion.  The children’s behaviour and attitude is something visitors 

regularly comment on when in school.  I am always really proud of them.  However, over the past few weeks, we 

have had to deal with issues during the day that have happened the night before on WhatsApp, Instagram and Xbox 

live and have then had an impact in school.  This has become a particular problem in Year 5 and Year 6. 

 

While we will continue to teach the children about online safety on a regular basis but it is, ultimately, your 

responsibility as parents/carers to ensure you regularly check your child’s phone to see the messages they are sending 

and receiving.  It is also important  that children know who they are talking to online.  Children must be taught not to 

respond to people they don’t know. 

 

If your child is in Years 3-6 they will bring home a leaflet about online safety.  I have also 

included some important information about Tik Tok as a number of our children are using 

it and not always in the right way. 

 

If you would like any help or support about online safety then please call in and see me. 

Your support with this is much appreciated. 

 

 

Achievement Assembly 
As you know we currently celebrate children’s 

achievements in assembly every Friday 

morning.  After half term our 

Achievement assembly will 

move to the end of the day.  

This is to stop the disruption 

to morning lessons.  Assembly 

will now start at 2.45pm.  

Parents/Carers are sti l l 

welcome to come along. 

 

Climate Change  
Gateshead Council have asked we share some information 

about climate change with you. Everyone in Gateshead needs 

to act to tackle the threat posed by climate change. Carbon 

emissions need to be reduced to zero by 2030, it won’t be 

easy, but we can do this by working together.  

 

We want your views to help develop the Zero Carbon 

Gateshead action plan. Please take part before 20 March 

2020.  

www.gateshead.gov.uk/climatechange  

Important Dates 
14 February - School closes for half term (3.15pm) 

24 February -  School reopens to children 

24 February -  Mid Year Progress Reports to  

  parents/carers 

25 March -  Deadline for full payments for   

  Year 4/5 and Year 6 residentials 

2 April -   Nursery am Maths Easter Hunt   

  (11am) 

2 April -   Nursery pm Maths Easter Hunt   

  (2.30pm) 

2 April -   School closes for Easter holidays  

  (3.15pm) 

3 April -   Staff Training Day (school closed    

  for children) 

20 April -  School re-opens for children 

http://www.gateshead.gov.uk/climatechange


As part of our music provision in school we have 

some music teachers who come in to work with 

the children.  Last term Reception worked on 

basic songs and rhymes.  Year 5 also started to 

learn how to play the trumpet.  This gave them 

a taster of learning how to play an instrument.  I 

am delighted to say that 11 children opted to 

have small group music tuition once per week 

and are continuing to learn the trumpet.  In Year 

4 the children have started to learn how to play 

the Ukulele this term.  They are really enjoying 

it. 

 

We will also have some whole school music 

workshops after half term where 

children get to experience songs 

and instruments from films and 

different countries and cultures.  

The children always love these. 

 

 

On Thursday 5 March it is World Book Day and as always we will be 

celebrating this in school. This year, our theme is The Power of a 
Bedtime Story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Throughout the day, the children will hear lots of stories from lots of 
different staff and will have lots of fun experiences linked to stories 
and books. 
 
We are inviting all children (and staff) to come into school wearing 
PJs and to bring their favourite bedtime story into school. Each child 
will receive a World Book Day Voucher which they can exchange for 
a World Book Day Book or they can use it towards any book of their 
choice in Supermarkets or Book Shops. 
 
“Reading a regular bedtime story to children is a simple activity that 
encourages children to enjoy reading and gets them into good 
reading habits that set them up for the future," says Judith Parke, of 
the National Literacy Trust (NLT).” 
 
“With hectic day and evening schedules, there's the constant 
irresistible lure of the tablet, which pulls family members into 
isolated technological bubbles," adds child psychologist Dr Richard 
Woolfson.” 
 
Set aside a few minutes to read a story to, or with, your child, and 
then have a quick chat about what they liked about it and what they 
felt when listening to it.  That small effort will help boost your child's 
sense of wellbeing, bring you closer together and add a warm and 
nurturing experience to family life. 
  
6 Reasons to Read a Bedtime Story to Your Child: 

1. It relaxes children and improves wellbeing 

2. It helps children learn 

3. It boosts parent-child bonding 

4. It makes children happier than screen time 

5. It encourages independent reading 

6. It inspires children 

 

The Power of a Bed Time Story! 

Musicians in the making! 

Emergency Contact Information 

Please let us know if you or anyone on your child’s 

contact list changes their phone number.  It is vital we 

can contact you when needed.  We have had a number 

of instances this term when children have been unwell 

Road Safety Campaign 

 
We are supporting Gateshead Councils ‘Stop means 

Stop’ road safety campaign.  There have been a 

number of incidents where cars have not stopped for 

the school crossing patrol or have almost run them 

over.   

 

Please take care when approaching the lollipop lady. 

 

REMEMBER STOP MEANS STOP! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
The Felling Food Network has been set up to provide a weekly 3 day emergency food parcel distribution point for 
local people experiencing food poverty in Felling. 

 

The service operates from the Felling Community Centre, beneath Crowhall Towers, on a Wednesday between 12 
noon and 2pm.    

 

WHAT WE PROVIDE? 

 

* 3 day food parcel, for either individuals or  families; 

* allows people to choose their own food for the parcel; 

* no need for any referral; 

* there is no time limit on need. 

 

WHAT WE DO? 

 

We provide quality food parcels one day each week on a Wednesday from 12 noon until 2pm and provide practical 
support for people who need a little help, we also aim to provide refreshments. 

 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

 

We desperately need food and toiletry donations to help meet the demand. We are also collecting pet food 
products. Donations of tinned products are especially welcome. Thank  you. 

 

FOOD DONATION LOCATION SITES:  

 

Felling Community Centre, Felling Library, Christchurch, St Mary’s Church Heworth, The Old Fox Public House, 

Windy Nook Methodist Church, Happy Feet Dance Studio, Heworth Grange School 

 

Please contact Garry Stamp (details below) who can let you know the days and times the venues above are open. 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

 

We also need volunteers to help:- 

 

* source additional food; 

* transport the food to our storage; 

* distribute food parcels from the Felling Community Centre on a Wednesday. 

 

For more information please contact  

 

Garry Stamp           garrystamp@gateshead.gov.uk   0191 433 2910 

Cllr Sonya Dickie  Cllr.SDickie@Gateshead.Gov.UK   07718 696512 

THE FELLING FOOD 

NETWORK 
 



Half Term Activities 
The link below is Metro’s Little Book of things to do, it’s a fun way to discover your region’s local 

attractions.   

 

Children and their grown-ups  can enjoy this together.  Kerry Bell, Family Support Worker will happily 

print you a copy off if you are interested in this local adventure! 

 
https://www.nexus.org.uk/sites/default/files/Metro%27s%20little%20book%20of%20things%20to%20see.pdf 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sage  

 

Call into Sage Gateshead on Tuesday and Wednesday of 

February Half Term week and catch a FREE pop up 

performance by the Royal Northern Sinfonia. There is also 

a craft stand where you can make your own violin or boat.  

Performances last approximately 20 minutes.  Performances 

are free and do not require a ticket. The café will also be 

offering children’s meals for £1 with any adult meal 

purchased. 
 

 
 

 
Bill Quay Farm 

 

(Hainingwood Terrace, Bill Quay, Gateshead, NE10 0UE) 

 

Bill Quay Community Farm is open daily from 12pm – 5pm.  It is 

home to pigs, sheep, goats, ponies and has recently developed a 

small mammal area with chinchillas, degus, Chinese hamsters, 

rabbits, guinea pigs, fancy mice, ferrets and more. Entry to the 

farm is FREE and there is a café open until 4pm. 

 

 

 

We hope you have a lovely half term holiday. We look forward to seeing the children on Monday 24 February. 

 

 

 

https://www.nexus.org.uk/sites/default/files/Metro%27s%20little%20book%20of%20things%20to%20see.pdf

