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We’re BATs about Maths 

 

The following sheets explain the skills 

and knowledge that all children should 

have gained before they enter the 

year group shown 

 



On Starting Nursery children should 

be able to: 

 
1) Know and join in with nursery rhymes 

 

2) Know and join in with number rhymes 

 

3) Make shape pictures (using 2d and 3d shapes - 

building blocks) 

 

4) Look for numbers in their environment 

 

5) Sort toys 

 

6) Sort clothes 

 

7) Have a knowledge of numbers in stories e.g. the 

3 bears 

 

8) Knowledge of colours 

 

9) Knowledge of size 

 



Leaving Nursery and Starting 

Reception children should be able to: 

 
1) Differentiate between letters and numbers 

 

2) Rote count to 10 

 

3) Recognise numbers 0 – 5 

 

4) Count up to 3 objects 

 

5) Sequence events 

 

6) Sort objects by type / shape / colour 

 

7) Have an awareness of more and less 

 

8) Name common shapes in the environment 

 

9) Have an awareness of comparative language 

(light – heavy, short – long) 

 

 



Leaving Reception and starting Year 1 

children should already Be Able To: 

 
1) Count by rote to 20 

 

2) Read and write numbers to at least 10 

 

3) Count 10 objects (1:1 correspondence) 

 

4) Count back to 0 from 10 

 

5) Order numbers to 10 

 

6) Understand which number is bigger / smaller 

 

7) Say the number 1 more / less than a number to 

10 

 

8) Add by combining 2 groups 

 

9) Take away practically using objects 

 

10) Recognise + - and = signs 

 

11) Recognise and name common shapes 



Leaving Year 1 and starting Year 2 
children should already Be Able To: 

 
1) Count on in ones from any number to 100 

 

2) Count back in ones from any 2 digit number 

 

3) Read numbers to 100 

 

4) Write numbers to 100 

 

5) Count in tens 

 

6) Count on in twos from any multiple of 2 (to 20) 

 

7) Derive bonds to 5 in a systematic way 

 

8) Derive a subtraction fact when given an 

addition 

 

9) Understand the value of each digit in a 2 digit 

number 

 

10) Count on in fives from any multiple of 5 (to 50) 

 



Leaving Year 2 and starting Year 3 
children should already Be Able To: 

 

1) Recognise, read and write numbers to 1000 

 

2) Count on / back in ones beyond 100 (crossing over 

tens boundaries) 

 

3) Know value of digits in  numbers to 1000 and be able 

to partition them 

 

4) Add / subtract 1 and 10 to any number mentally in 5 

seconds) 

 

5) Add and subtract single digit numbers quickly 

without apparatus 

 

6) Number bonds to 5 and 10 and equivalent 

subtraction facts (moving on to 20) 

 

7) Count on and back in twos, fives and tens starting 

at different numbers 

 

8) Know 2, 5, and 10 times tables by heart 

 

9) Double numbers up to 20 

 

10) Half numbers up to 20 



Leaving Year 3 and starting Year 4 
children should already Be Able To: 

 
1) Read, write and order whole numbers to 500 and 

position on a number line 

 

2) Round 2 and 3 digit numbers and give estimates to 

calculations and differences 

 

3) Count on and back in multiples of 2, 5 and 10 

 

4) Partition 2 digit numbers in different ways   

 

5) Partition 3 digit numbers to hundreds, tens and 

units 

 

6) Find half, quarter and three quarter of shapes and 

numbers 

 

7) Times table and division facts for 2, 3, 5 and 10 

times table 

 

8) Addition and subtraction facts to 20 

 

9) Have reliable strategies for the 4 operations 

 

10) Complete missing number calculations using number 

knowledge 



Leaving Year 4 and starting Year 5 

children should already Be Able To: 
 

1) Times tables / division facts for tables up to 10 

times table 

 

2) Multiply / divide by 10 and use to derive number 

facts 

 

3) Use number bonds to 100 

 

4) Mentally add a 1 digit number to any number 

 

5) Know inverse operations and use to check 

answers 

 

6) Double and half 2 digit numbers 

 

7) Basic understanding of vertical addition, number 

line subtraction, grid method and chunking 

 

8) Use adjustment and near double strategies 

 

9) Recognise 2d and 3d shapes being able to name 

and describe properties 

 

10) Have a basic understanding of calendars 



Leaving Year 5 and starting Year 6 
children should already Be Able To: 

 

1) Recall times tables facts to 10 x 10 

 

2) Multiply and divide numbers by 10, 100 and 1000 

and  notice the effect 

 

3) Use division facts linked to tables e.g. 42 / 6 = 7 

 

4) Halve any 2 digit number (including odd numbers) 

 

5) Use number bonds to 100 and 1000 

 

6) Know that x 2 is the same as doubling and / 2 is 

the same as halving 

 

7) Use knowledge of tables to derive other number 

facts e.g. if 6 x 7 = 42, 60 x 7 = 420 

 

8) Find the difference between any 2 digit numbers 

 

9) Know that x 4 can be done by x 2 x 2 (double and 

double again) and quarter is half and half again 

 

10) Use adjustment and near doubles in calculations 

 


